[image: Logo

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]
VIMC Request for Proposals (RfP)

Evaluating the impact of expanding the upper age limit for measles vaccination in supplementary immunisation activities (SIAs)

Background
The Vaccine Impact Modelling Consortium (VIMC) is an international community of modellers providing high-quality estimates of the public health impact of vaccination, to inform and improve decision making. It is funded by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation; Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance; and the Wellcome Trust. 

As of 2024, VIMC provides ‘core-funding’ for modelling groups in eight disease areas: cholera, HPV, hepatitis B, meningitis, measles, rubella, typhoid, and yellow fever. In addition, the Consortium issues Requests for Proposals (RfPs) for additional modelling to address key questions for vaccine policy and practice.

About this RfP
VIMC is seeking to offer short-term funding to one individual / one group who will provide modelled estimates of the health impacts of expanding the upper age limit of supplementary immunisation activities (SIAs) for measles vaccination. Ideally, the individual / group will also estimate the economic impact (cost-effectiveness) of these strategies. Applicants that also assess the impact on rubella will be considered favourably although measles is the priority. The modelling should include a range of countries from different regions. The successful individual / group should follow VIMC’s project working group format, engaging with key stakeholders, including WHO, the Measles and Rubella Partnership (M&RP), and Gavi, throughout the timeline. 

	Number of models sought
	Funding period
	Prime funder
	Expected funding 

	1
	19 May – 19 December 2024
	Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF)
	Up to USD $42,600 (for 7 months)[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  This level of funding aligns with the $73,000 per year offered to core-funded VIMC modelling groups. Any eligible overheads must be taken from with the total budget limit. See ‘eligible costs’ for more details.] 




Who can apply?
· We are open to applications from:
· A university or other academic/research institution
· An individual consultant
· A group of consultants
· Prior modelling experience of measles is desirable; it is unlikely given the timescale that models will be developed from scratch.
· We encourage applications from all eligible modellers / modelling groups, including those not currently working with VIMC.

Eligible costs
· Staff costs (personnel)
· Equipment costs (if needed)
· Travel costs (if needed)
· Institutional overheads / indirect costs (if applicable):
· Up to 10% for US universities
· Up to 15% for NGOs or non-US universities

Equality, diversity and inclusion
One of VIMC’s goals is to become a diverse community of vaccine impact modellers, inclusive of modellers in LMICs, and we are committed to embedding equality, diversity and inclusion (EDI) in our practices. As such, we encourage applications and expressions of interest from applicants who may be underrepresented among the mathematical modelling community. This includes female modellers in countries/regions where the gender balance is currently skewed towards male modellers. We will monitor EDI (including gender balance and geographical location) by asking all applicants to complete a separate anonymous EDI form; information provided on the EDI form will not be used to make decisions about model selection.

Scope of work / outputs required from successful applicants
Measles is one of the most contagious diseases of humans. WHO recommends immunisation for all susceptible children and adults for whom measles vaccination is not contraindicated with a target of 95% routine immunisation coverage to achieve measles elimination[footnoteRef:2]. Where high coverage is not achieved by routine immunisation (RI), supplementary immunisation activities (SIAs) are periodically implemented to reduce population susceptibility. Typically, these target younger children born since the last SIA. However, there may be significant immunity gaps in older children who have missed the opportunity to be immunised if RI and SIAs are imperfect. To reduce population susceptibility and achieve elimination, one potential strategy is to expand the upper age limit of SIAs. The potential health and economic impact of such a strategy have not been well studied. This is an ideal topic to address with modelling.  [2:  World Health Organization. Measles vaccines: WHO position paper - April 2017. Weekly Epidemiological Record. 2017;92(17):205-27] 


We expect that a range of countries from different regions will be included in the analysis. The modelling should examine a range of different scenarios, including extending SIAs to different upper limits during childhood, and potentially the impact of immunizing adults if driving transmission to infants (a country case study is available). The methodology should be appropriate for evaluating criteria for extending SIA age ranges against the likely impact on morbidity and mortality both in the target age group and their contacts, particularly infants. Draft criteria are to extend beyond 59 months either to each 1-year age cohort that has more than 10% measles susceptibility according to the CDC immunity profiles or each 5-year age group with more than 20% of cases in that age group. Draft criteria for rubella are to extend to any 1-year age cohort with more than 20% susceptibility by CDC immunity profiles.   The successful applicant will be required to follow VIMC’s project working group format, engaging with stakeholders, including WHO, M&RP and Gavi, throughout the timeline to ensure that modelling is relevant and informative for policy.

· Interim outputs due – 31 August 2024
· Potential presentation to IVIR-AC – September 2024
· Final outputs due – 19 December 2024

Funding
If your application is successful, Imperial College London will carry out its standard due diligence review and supplier set-up process. Funding will then be arranged via a subcontract with the lead institution, or via a consultancy agreement. 

Next Steps / How to Apply
Please complete this application form and email it to vimc@imperial.ac.uk, with RfP measles campaign age range in the subject line. You will also need to include brief CVs for all applicants (max 1 page per person). Please direct any questions to vimc@imperial.ac.uk.

Deadlines and timeframe
· Closing date for all applications			 15 April 2024 (23:59 UK time)
· Applicants informed of outcomes			 26 April 2024
· Contracting with the successful applicant	      	 May 2024
· Interim outputs due 					 31 August 2024
· Final outputs due					 19 December 2024

Review process
External expert reviewers will be sought by the VIMC secretariat and may include members of the VIMC Stakeholder Group. The Consortium Director and funders will make the final decisions on model selection, considering the reviewers’ recommendations.

Applications will be assessed against these criteria:
· Applicants’ relevant experience
· Applicants’ ability to provide the outputs required of this RfP
· Value for money

Conflicts of interest
The Consortium will avoid institutional conflicts of interest. Other minor conflicts of interest (i.e. collaborative work) will be noted. Prime funders will have sight of all applications. 
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